
 

PRESS RELEASE 
FEBRUARY 10, 2015 

 

 

License Assisted Access Live in 

Ericsson Labs for Verizon, SK 

Telecom and T-Mobile 
 Ericsson and Qualcomm Technologies, Inc. combine licensed and 5 GHz unlicensed 

spectrum on small cells to deliver data-speed boost up to 450 Mbps 

 Verizon, SK Telecom and T-Mobile US, Inc. executives observe License Assisted 

Access (LAA) peak rate and fair-sharing demonstrations in Ericsson labs in Canada and 

Sweden 

 Ericsson and Qualcomm Technologies to demonstrate LAA at Mobile World Congress 

2015 

Last month at the 2015 Consumer Electronics Show, Ericsson (NASDAQ: ERIC) 

announced License Assisted Access (LAA), sometimes referred to as LTE-U, a mobile 

technology innovation that improves indoor app coverage for smartphone users. LAA is live 

in Ericsson labs and is now supporting the aggregation of licensed and unlicensed 

spectrum for peak rates up to 450 Mbps and enabling fair sharing of spectrum between 

mobile and Wi-Fi devices. The technology milestone has been achieved in cooperation with 

Qualcomm Technologies, Inc., a subsidiary of Qualcomm Incorporated. Leading mobile 

operators, including Verizon, SK Telecom and T-Mobile US, Inc. are already investigating 

the performance benefits that LAA can offer to mobile customers on their networks. 

Ed Chan, Senior Vice President, Network Planning, Verizon, says: “Verizon is committed to 

researching and adopting new technologies that will consistently improve the performance 

of our network and ultimately the experience we deliver to our customers. We are 

encouraged by the headway that Ericsson and Qualcomm Technologies have made in 

demonstrating the benefits LAA can provide.” 

Park Jin-hyo, Senior Vice President and Head of Network Technology R&D Center, SK 

Telecom, says: “SK Telecom is very active in the development of 5G technologies, which 

will be an extension and evolution of our LTE network. We are delighted to achieve the 

successful trial of the 450Mbps LAA and fair-sharing technology with Ericsson and 

Qualcomm Technologies and will continue to work closely with them to secure advanced 

network technologies.” 

LAA, or LTE-U, extends the benefits of LTE to unlicensed spectrum, providing reliable and 

predictable performance. The licensed band provides an anchor to ensure a seamless user 

experience with full mobility while the unlicensed band provides incremental capacity and 

enables faster data speeds. 
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Neville Ray, Chief Technical Officer, T-Mobile , says: “It is very encouraging to see License 

Assisted Access live in the Ericsson labs already delivering on the promises of both a better 

mobile broadband customer experience and the fair sharing and co-existence within the 5 

GHz band among wireless and Wi-Fi devices. With over 500 MHz of underutilized spectrum 

in the 5 GHz Unlicensed National Information Infrastructure (UNII) band, LAA can provide 

our customers with superior network performance while effectively co-existing with other 

Wi-Fi devices to ensure a better experience for all wireless users.” 

Ericsson LAA incorporates fair sharing within the 5 GHz band to accommodate traditional 

Wi-Fi users. Fair sharing works on the principle that Wi-Fi and LAA users would have equal 

access to the spectrum.   

The lab trials of both LAA fair sharing and licensed-unlicensed aggregation – 20 MHz on 

licensed band and 40 MHz on unlicensed 5 GHz band – were demonstrated in cooperation 

with Qualcomm, from the Ericsson radio development units in Ottawa, Canada and 

Stockholm, Sweden. 

Neville Meijers, Vice President, Qualcomm Technologies, Inc., says: “Qualcomm 

Technologies shares Ericsson’s commitment to delivering groundbreaking technologies that 

could have a dramatic impact on mobile user experiences. Our cooperation on delivering 

this live LTE-U demonstration for leading mobile operators around the world is just the 

latest of many industry innovations where Qualcomm Technologies and Ericsson have 

driven the interoperability efforts that are critical to commercialization.” 

Starting in the fourth quarter 2015, Ericsson is adding LAA to its indoor small cell portfolio, 

including the Ericsson RBS 6402 Indoor Picocell (targeted at smaller buildings under 

50,000 square feet) followed by the Ericsson Radio Dot System (for medium and large 

buildings). 

Thomas Norén, Vice President and Head of Radio Product Management, Ericsson, says: 

“Carrier Aggregation was an important technology trend for mobile networks in 2014 and 

LAA is already set to be a key focus for mobile operators in 2015. Innovations like LAA that 

improve the user experience while increasing spectrum efficiency will be significant 

milestones that mobile industry leaders must both drive and support.”  

5G standards do not yet exist but are expected to be an evolution of today’s LTE networks 

along with new radio technologies and use cases. LAA’s use of higher frequencies on small 

cell architectures and the aggregation of licensed with unlicensed spectrum bands reflect 

5G technology focus areas. These will be key to operators as they evolve their LTE 

networks to support increasing mobile broadband demand from consumers, businesses 

and the Internet of Things (IoT). 

For a demonstration of LAA at Mobile World Congress 2015, visit Ericsson in Hall 2, Stand 

2N60, and visit Qualcomm in Hall 3, Stand 3E10 
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Ericsson first to give smartphone users indoor boost with License Assisted Access - 

Ericsson 

LAA media kit 

Business Users Go Mobile (Ericsson ConsumerLab, November 2014)  

Ericsson Mobility Report (November 2014) 

RBS 6402 

Radio Dot System media kit 

Download high-resolution photos and broadcast-quality video at www.ericsson.com/press 

Ericsson is the driving force behind the Networked Society – a world leader in 

communications technology and services. Our long-term relationships with every major 

telecom operator in the world allow people, business and society to fulfill their potential and 

create a more sustainable future.  

Our services, software and infrastructure – especially in mobility, broadband and the cloud 

– are enabling the telecom industry and other sectors to do better business, increase 

efficiency, improve the user experience and capture new opportunities.  

With approximately 115,000 professionals and customers in 180 countries, we combine 

global scale with technology and services leadership. We support networks that connect 

more than 2.5 billion subscribers. Forty percent of the world’s mobile traffic is carried over 

Ericsson networks. And our investments in research and development ensure that our 

solutions – and our customers – stay in front. 

Founded in 1876, Ericsson has its headquarters in Stockholm, Sweden. Net sales in 2014 

were SEK 228.0 billion (USD 33.1 billion). Ericsson is listed on NASDAQ OMX stock 

exchange in Stockholm and the NASDAQ in New York. 

www.ericsson.com   

www.ericsson.com/news  

www.twitter.com/ericssonpress 

www.facebook.com/ericsson  

www.youtube.com/ericsson  
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